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fragments of comparable size with dowel holes, found in the Sanctuary of the Great Gods, especially in the area of the West Hill.2
That this head represents a mature goddess is indicated by the plump underchin and "Venus rings" on the neck. She has the long shoulder locks seen frequently in representations of nurturing, motherly divinities.3 The slight turn of the head and the parted lips convey the impression of a living, breathing deity. This aspect, together with the classicizing treatment of the brow and nose, suggests a date for the sculpture in the Hellenistic period (3rd-Ist centuries B.C.). So does the fact that the statue was probably pieced together, as were many of the 2nd-century B.C. pedimental sculptures of the Hieron at Samothrace.4 The style of this head may be compared, for example, with that of several statues of Hellenistic goddesses (P1. 90:b-d).5 It is also close to the style used for the goddesses on the Great Altar at Pergamon (e.g. P1. 91 :a, b).
The iconography of the Samothracian head corresponds to that of sculptural representations of the Great Mother (P1. 91 :c, d, 92:a, b),6 who is usually shown with long locks of hair, one at either side of her neck as on the Samothrace head (P1. 89). The latter is also similar to some representations of Demeter in her capacity of earth goddess, with whom the Great Mother was sometimes conflated by the Greeks (P1. 92:c).7 The head is not likely to depict the youthful goddess Isis, whose long hair is characteristically rendered in corkscrew curls.8 Nor does it depict Kore-Persephone, who is also a younger goddess, and who is usually represented with her hair tied up in the coiffure of a bride.9
That the Samothrace head is tilted upwards suggests that it is from a seated rather than a standing statue. The standard statue type of the Mother of the Gods shows her seated, with head turned upwards and slightly to the right, on a throne with a high back and footstool (Pls. 91 :c, d, 92:b). She wears a peplos over a chiton with a himation draped over one shoulder, her head decorated with a fillet and polos or mural crown, her left hand 2 A sandaled foot (inv. no. 88.551), found about two meters to the south of the findspot of the head under discussion, and a draped wrist fragment (inv. no. 88.129), found about ten meters to the south, are of similar size, material, and workmanship. 88.129 preserves a himation draped over a left wrist; the hand was extended and may have held an attribute. Ancient writers also identified the Samothracian goddess with the Great Mother of Mount Ida. For example, we hear from Diodorus Siculus (3.55.7-9) that the queen of the Amazons, while subduing some of the rest of the islands, was caught up in a storm, and after she had offered up prayers for her safety to the Mother of the Gods, she was carried to one of the uninhabited islands; on this island, in obedience to a vision which she beheld in her dreams, she made [this island] sacred to this goddess, and set up altars there and offered magnificent sacrifices.... However, after the Amazons had returned to the continent, the myth relates, the Mother of the Gods, well pleased with the island, settled on it certain other people, and also her own sons, who are known by the name of Korybantes-who their father was is handed down in their initiation as a matter not to be divulged; and she taught the mysteries which are now celebrated on the island, and she ordained by law that the sacred area should enjoy the right of sanctuary. 16 15 It seems fitting that this syncretistic goddess, who was associated with both Asia and Greece, should have been such a strong presence on Samothrace, an island that was geographically situated between these two worlds. How was this goddess conceived of on the island itself? Presumably she meant different things to initiates from different parts of the ancient world. In the native language of Samothrace, which was in use down to the Hellenistic period, she was probably known as Axieros. We hear from several sources that Axieros was one of the Great Gods of Samothrace, for example, the Scholia Laurentiana to Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica 1.917: 
